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Varieties, Literary and Scientific. 



to compensate for the disparity i and, 
disappointed in her expectation*, like 
many others, she looks " beyond the 
domestic circle for happiness, seeking, in 
company, in crowds, in noise, dress, and 
external gaiety, for that which is* our 
being's end and aim,' but which so few. 
obtain, because they seek amiss." The 
loss of a beloved child, and other circum- 
stances, conduce to lead her mind from 
the vanities and trifles of the world, in 
which she never had felt any real plea- 
sure. In the course of time an event 
occurs, by which she is enabled to give 
an instance of the support furnished to 
the mind by true religion, under the most 
distressing vicissitudes of life. By re- 
peated losses her husband is ruined — his 
bank is closed, and he is left almost pen- 
nyless. This disclosure, and its effects on 
Gertrude, are among the happiest efforts 
throughout the volume. After experienc- 
ing the bitter pangs of poverty for some 
time, they are again raised to affluence by 
the death of a relative, who leaves them a 
considerable fortune. It must be evi- 
dent, that from the present meagre out- 
line, no adequate idea can be formed of 
the work. Several interesting charac- 
ters are introduced, who, of course, each 
act their part in producing the desired re- 
sult. As we observed, the story is made 
the medium of a very spirited controversy 
on the subject of Socinianism. Gertrude 
and her husband professed Unitarian sen- 
timents, and the arguments employed by 
her brother (who appears in the charac- 
ter of a clergyman of the Established 
Church) to win her over, are certainly 



of the moat popular description—and 
by those interested in the controversy, 
tbey will be read with pleasure. It is a 
little work of very considerable merit, 
and has much less of that nauseous senti- 
mentality than might have been expected 
in such a publication. With one excep- 
tion, it is decidedly the best production 
of the Author ; and the way in whieh it 
is brought out. 

An Inquiry into the Nature and Effects 
of Popery. By John Ryan, Esq. 
Dublin : Curry A Co. 
This is a work, not at all in our line— but 
having been published in Dublin, and we, 
having been much pressed by the Author 
to notice it — thiok it but fair to say, 
that -it will be found a tolerably good 
compendium, (done something in the way 
of a scrap book) of the sentiments and 
opinions of various authors, whose writ- 
ings propose to she*, that the .Roman Ca- 
tholic religion is altogether incompatible 
with genuine freedom — that true consti- 
tutional liberty cannot exist where it is 
the religion of a country. The individual 
writing on such a subject as this, should be 
armed at all points, for offence and de- 
fence ; and, we must say, that on casually 
looking into this little work, it appeared 
to as, as if several of the arguments used 
by the Author, could be turned with 
great effect against himself. But we have 
said this is not a subject suited to our 
pages — we (hall leave it to the Christian 
Examiner to do justice to Mr. Ryan's 
book. 
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We find from a traveller of distinction 
lately returned from Paris, that the Di- 
rectors of the Encyclopedia* Review. 
are employed in a sort of compendium of 
that great work, to be entitled, " A 
Decennial Table of the Encyclopedian 
Review, a General Repository of Sub- 
jects contained in the first forty volumes 
of the Review, from A. D. 1819 to 1888, 
inclusive." The Directors propose pub- 
lishing a complete and regular table of 
the whole interesting matter contained in 
their Review during that time. Facts, 
opinions, inventions, discoveries, 4c. &c. 
will be classed under the general indica- 
tions of the countries and the sciences to 
which they belong ; so that the least prac- 
tised scholar may easily bring into com- 
parison different nations with their state 
of literature, arts and sciences, finding 
exactly what belongs to each, and thus 



accurately estimating their relative in- 
tellectual progress or decay. The De- 
cennial Table will form two volumes 
octavo, containing about a thousand 
printed pages in columns, and it to be 
published by subscription. 

Amputation of the Leg, CjC— At the 
last sitting of the Paris Academy of 
Science*, M. Velpean, a surgeon, read a 
paper on the amputation of the leg in 
the articulation of the knee ; in which he 
contends that it is more simple and rapid, 
and less painful and dangerous, than by 
the thigh. M. Velpean states that he has 
performed seferal operations in this way 
with perfect success. 

^reo of Europe,— The surface of the 
different European itatea in geographic 
square miles is a* follows: Russia 875,1**, 
Austria 12,153}, France 10,086, Great 
Britain 5586, Proaga 5040, the Nether 
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luub (Belgium) 1196, Sweden 79384, 
florway 5798, Denmark 1019}, Poland 
8893, Spain 8446, Portugal 172?, two 
Sicilies 19B7, Sardinia 1363, the Pope'i 
territory 811, Teicany 395 nine twenty- 
fifths, Switzerland 69M, European Tur- 
key 10,000, Bavnrja 1383, Saxony 348, 
Hanover 695, Wurtamberg 359, Baden 
876, Hague Darmstadt 185, Hesse Cassel 
808. 

Climate and Population. — Upon an 
equal space, where one man subsists in 
Iceland, throe own subsist in Norway, 14 
in Sweden, 36 in Turkey. 58 in Poland, 
63 in Spain, 99 in Ireland, 1 14 in Switzer- 
land, 187 iq Germany, 158 in England, 
153 in Frame, 178 in J taly* 192 in Naples, 
284 in Holland, and 1103 is Malta. 

Tenacity of Vegetable Ufe— The Journal 
of the Royal Institution affords a very 
curious fact to be added to that hoard al- 
ready known upon this subject. " ,A t Jibe 
Medico* Botanical Society ," says the Jour- 
nal, " Mr. Houlton produced a bulbous 
root, which was discovered in the hand pf 
an Egyptian mummy, in which it proba- 
bly bad remained for two thousand years. 
It germinated on exposure to the atmos- 
phere 5 when placed in earth it grew with 
great rapidity I" 

Evaporation of Fluids.— J. Hurd, of 
Boston, Massachusetts, has taken opt a 
patent for this purpose. The specification 
commences by stating, that " the im- 
provement consists in giving motion to 
the objects from which water or. moisture 
is to be expelled." A large revolving 
frame is to be made, in form somewhat 
like a reel ; and upon this the cloth, or 
other article to be dried, is extended. 
The shaft on which it rune ia then to be 
put in motion, and the evaporation will 
increase in proportion to the velocity with 
which it revolves. When the motion is 
very rapid the effect is not merely that of 
evaporation, but water is sensibly thrown 
from the cloth by the centrifugal force. 

ROYAL IKISB ASADBMY. 

On Monday last there was a meeting of 
the Academy, at which Lord Adare and 
James Prior, Esq. were balloted for in 
the usual form, and unanimously admitted 
as members. 

An Essay on the Climate of Ireland, 
hy " Quanquam Oh," was read Mad re- 
ferred to Council i as waa also a supple- 
mentary paper on System* of Rays, by 
Professor Hamilton. Several work* on 
various subjects, some of them of very 
considerable interest, were presented from 
Authors and Public Institutions— and or- 
dered to be acknowledged. 

The Academy have at present in the 
course of publication another volume of 
their •• Transactions," containing, among; 
other interesting papers, an " Essay on 
• he authenticity of # the Poems %ene- 



rally ascribed 'to Ossian,' 
Mr. Edward O'Reilly. 
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I.IBT OF NEW WOBKS. 
Bums' Principles of Surgery, Vol. I. 14s. Us. 

Mackenzie on the Eye, 8vo. 2 is. bds. 

Medico-Chirnrgical Transactions, Vol. XVI. 
Part I. Svo. 9». hie. 

Merriiead'e Law of Attorneys' and Costs is 
Common Law, royal 8vo. 81s, ids. 

Albert, or tbe Lord's Prayer Exemplified. — 
limo. is. 61. sd. 

The Sonnets of Shakespeare and Milton.— 
Fop. 4s. bds. 

Davis's Outlines of Descriptive Geoeraphy. 

Fcp. 2s. 6d. cloth. ""» r- J 

Second Report of Commissioners respecting 
Real Property. Svo. «s. bds. 

Doddridge's Life and Correspondence. Vol. 
IV. 8vo.lfls.bds. r ' 

Narrative of the French Revolution of 1830. 
i2mo. 6s. sewed. t 

The Lyre and tbe Laurel. 2 vols. Ss^bda. 

Swan's Demonstration* of the Nerves, Part I. 
Folio, £2. 2s. sewed. 

London's Illustrations of Landscape Garden- 
ing, Part I. Folio, r*. sd. sewed. 

IUostratuas of the Literary Souvenir, 1831. 
Proofs, imperial 4to. in portfolio, 30s. ; colom. 
bier 4to. before letters, £3. 3s. 

The Water Witch, by the Author of "The 
Borderers." 3 vols, post Svo. £l , l Is. 6d. bds. 

Burke's Official Calendar corrected, with Sup- 
plement to the Present Time, Post Svo. 10s. 
Sd. bds. 

Hope Leslie; or, Rarly Times in Massaohn- 
sets. By the Author of " Clarence." 3 vols. 
post8vo. 21s. bds. 

Howshlp on Spasmodic Stricture in the Co. 
Ion-. 8v0. 4s. bds. 

Renaie on Asthma, Consumptiou, and Disor- 
ders of the Lungs. 8vo. fls. bds. 

Westall's Great Britain Illustrated. 4ro. 
prints, half* bound, morocco, Cl. 4s.; India 
proofs, £3. 3s. j imperial 41o. £i. ss. 

Classic Callings and Fugitive Gatherings. — 
Postevo. 9s. bds. 

Pronse's Poems. 12mo. 6s. bds. 

The Arrow and tbe Bose, by W. Kennedy. — 
Svo. 7s. bds. 

Old Booty, or the Devil and the Baker, illus- 
trated by Cruikshank, 18mo. Is. sewed. 

Bradneld'a Tales of the Cyclades. Fcp. Svo. 
As. 6d. sewed. 

Grant's Advice to Trustees. 8vo. 6s. bds. 
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LITERARY NOVELTIES. 

A poetical jeu (Ttsprit* entitled tbePolltic.il 
Devil, or advice to tbe Mariner Monarch, pre- 
paratory to the opening of Parliament, iilnstrat- 
ed by four cut** 

The Daughter of Herodias, a Tragedy, by 
Henry Rich, B*wj. 

A Catechism of Phrenology. ilkuirative of tbe 
Principle* of thai; geience. 

A Concise View of the Succession of Sacred 
Literature, from the Invention of Alphabetical 
Characters to 144ft, Part I. by Doctor Adam 
Clarke. 

Mr. Keightly, the Author of " the Fairy My- 
thology," !• about to publish a work on the My- 
thology of ancient Greece and Italy. It is, we 
understand, designed for the use of schools and 
the universities, and to supply in an adequate 
manner the acknowledged want of such a"work 
in our literature. Tbe familiarity with the 
works of tbe learned Germans, and the aversion 
to mysticism shown bv Mr. Keightly in bis 
former mblication, would lead us to expect in 
it a considerable accession to onr classical know- 
ledge, convened in an easy and intelligible form. 

Captain Medwin, tbe Editor of " Byron *s 
Conversations," n « J ,lst finished a Translation 
of ^Eschylus, on which he has been engaged for 
the last two years. 



